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CHILD WELFARE OUTCOMES
 Eileen Mayers Pasztor, D.S.W. 

For the first time, the federal government has “unequivocally established that national goals 
for children in the child welfare system are safety, permanency, and well-being” (Federal 
Register, August 1999, pp. 45552-45554).   To help achieve these goals, this legislation  
requires the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to assess state and  
federal progress in achieving seven specific outcomes measures as the basis for annual  
reports to Congress on the performance of each state.  These are:  

• Outcome 1 - reduce the recurrence of child abuse and neglect.
• Outcome 2 - reduce the incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care.
• Outcome 3 - increase permanency for children in foster care.
• Outcome 4 - reduce time in foster care to reunification without increasing re-entry.
• Outcome 5 - reduce time in foster care to adoption.
• Outcome 6 - increase placement stability.
• Outcome 7 - reduce placements of young children in group homes or institutions (Federal

Register, August 1999).

National standards to measure these outcomes have been established, as follows:  

1. Safety Outcomes: Children are, first and foremost, protected from abuse and neglect.

• Recurrence of maltreatment
Of all children who were victims of substantiated or indicated child abuse and/or
neglect during the first six months of the reporting period, XX percent (insert your
state’s data) had another substantiated or indicated report within a six-month period.
The National Standard is 6.1%.

• Incidence of child abuse and/or neglect in foster care.
Of all children in foster care in the state during the period under review, XX percent
(insert your state’s data) were the subject of substantiated or indicated maltreatment
by a foster parent or facility staff.  The National Standard is 0.57%.

2. Permanency Outcomes: Children have permanency and stability in their living situations.
• Foster care re-entries

Of all children who entered care during the year under review, XX percent (insert
your state’s data) re-entered foster care within 12 months of a prior foster care
episode. The National Standard is 8.6%.

• Stability of foster care placement
Of all children who have been in foster care less than 12 months from the time of the
latest removal, XX percent (insert your state’s data) had no more than two placement
settings.  The National Standard is 86.7%.
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• Length of time to achieve adoption goal
Of all the children who exited foster care during the period under review to a final- 

 ized adoption, XX percent (insert your state’s data) exited care less than 24 months 
from the time of the latest removal from home.  The National Standard is 32.0%.

• Length of time to achieve reunification
Of all children who were reunified with their parents or caregivers at the time of the
discharge from foster care, XX percent (insert your state’s data) were reunified in
less than 12 months from the time of the latest removal from home.  The National
Standard is 76.2% (U.S. DHHS, 2001).

The federal government has postponed citing national standards for child well-being.  Typi-
cal indicators of child well-being are economic security (i.e., the number of children living 
in poverty), health (i.e., the number of children immunized or the adolescent birth rate), 
behavior and social environment (i.e., the number of children who use alcohol and other 
drugs), and education (i.e., the percentage of high school graduates) (Forum on Child and 
Family Statistics, 2001).   

However, The Urban Institute has published “the first national overview of the well-being of 
children involved with child welfare system” based on data from the 1997 and 1999 National 
Survey of America’s Families (Kortenkamp & Ehrle, 2002, p. 1).   Findings included:

• Children in the child welfare system are more likely to have emotional and behavioral
problems than other children, and children placed with foster parents or relatives are more
likely to have high levels of behavior problems, to have been suspended or expelled from
school, and to have received mental health services.

• Over one quarter of children placed with foster parents or kin have a physical, learning, or
mental health condition that limits their activities.

• Many children have been placed with foster parents and relatives who themselves report-          
    ed poor mental health and high levels of aggravation with the children.

• Over one third of children in the child welfare system with high levels of behavioral and
emotional problems have not received mental health services, and little stimulation was
reported for young children placed with foster parents or kin.

• The well-being of many children involved with the children welfare system is compro- 
    mised and their caregivers are often strained.

• Administrators must address such challenges as: recruiting foster parents to care for
children with complex needs, finding adoptive families to develop lasting attachments
with traumatized children, and providing caseworkers with sufficient time to make assess- 

    ments and referrals, especially to mental heath and medical services (Kortenkamp & 
Ehrle, pp 1–7.)
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