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“Children’s rights are everyone’s rights. We were all children and we continue through our 
children. There is no greater pleasure than observing the accomplishment of another with 
the knowledge that you were a supporting, nurturing adjunct. We cannot take credit for 
what any other human being accomplishes but we can take credit for what we have given 
that the person (knowingly or unknowingly) has utilized. When a flower blooms we seldom 
recall the fertilizer, or the water, or the soil, or the time, or the attention that was neces-
sary. We can quietly observe its beauty, never claiming its beauty for our own. If we can 
nurture our children as unselfishly as that, we will have done a good job.”
 
 
Rillera, M.J., and Kaplan, S. (1984). Cooperative adoption: A handbook. Westminster, CA:   
 Triadoption Publications.

My Own Child 
I did not plant you, true.

But when the season is done,
When the alternate prayers for sun and rain are counted—

When the pain of weeding and the pride of watching are through—
Then I shall hold you high,

A shining leaf, above the thousand seeds grown wild.
Not by my planting, but by heaven,

My harvest—
My own child.

   Author unknown
 
 
Beth Hall and Gail Steinberg are co-founders and Directors of Pact, An Adoption Alliance, a multicultural 
adoption organization dedicated to addressing essential issues affecting adopted children of color. Pact 
offers lifelong support and placement services for birth and adoptive families with adopted kids of color. 
The authors of numerous articles, they lecture across the country and are committed to serving children 
first. Their book, Inside Transracial Adoption, is filled with personal stories, practical suggestions and 
theory combined in an encouraging and supportive style that reinforces the message that race matters, 
racism is alive, and families built transracially can develop strong and binding ties. Filled with warmth and 
humor, this book has already been hailed as a classic!
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