
Education Month Key Events 

 

Education Month Opening: Welcome from Karen Moore 

Presented by Karen Moore, Executive Director, Adoption Council of Ontario 

Join us as we open Education Month with a warm welcome from Karen Moore, 
Executive Director of the Adoption Council of Ontario. Karen will set the tone for 
this year’s theme, Building Community, reflecting on the power of connection, 
collaboration, and shared stories in creating meaningful change in adoption and 
permanency. 

With her deep commitment to supporting children, youth, birth families, adoptive 
families, and professionals, Karen will highlight the month’s events and invite us all 
to be active participants in learning, sharing, and building stronger communities 
together. 

 

Language Matters: Webinar + Panel Discussion 

Produced by Interwoven Connections 

The words we choose have the power to connect or divide, to affirm or diminish. In 
adoption and permanency, language not only reflects our values — it actively 
shapes relationships, identity, and community. 

In this session, participants will view “Language Matters”, a powerful webinar 
produced by Interwoven Connections, exploring the impact of language in 
adoption, fostering, and permanency. The film challenges us to rethink the words 
we use and the narratives we reinforce. 

Following the viewing, we’ll engage in a facilitated discussion to reflect on how the 
landscape has shifted since this webinar was first produced — exploring what has 
changed, what remains the same, and the steps we still need to take to move 
forward. 



This is an opportunity to reflect deeply, hear from experience voices, and commit 
to language that truly builds community. 

 

Passing the Torch: Voices of Change & Youth Leadership Initiative 

Presented by ACO Youth 

The next generation is ready to lead the conversation on adoption, permanency, 
and change. In this inspiring session, ACO Youth will take us behind the scenes of 
creating their powerful documentary, Voices of Change, which captures real stories 
and perspectives from young people with lived experience. 

They will share what it was like to make the film, the lessons learned through the 
process, and how it shaped their vision for change. Building on that momentum, 
the youth will introduce a new initiative that invites children and youth of all ages 
to become the voices of adoption and change — a platform for young people to 
share their experiences, ideas, and hopes for the future, influencing the way 
adoption is understood and supported in Ontario and beyond. 

Attendees will: 

• Hear directly from youth about what matters most to them in adoption and 
permanency 

• See how storytelling and leadership can spark systemic change 

• Learn ways to support and engage young voices in shaping community and 
policy 

This is more than a presentation — it’s a passing of the torch to the next wave of 
changemakers. 

 

 

Workshop: Helping Children Tell Their Story — The Power of Language at Every 
Age 



Facilitated by Karen Moore 

Every child’s story matters — and how it’s told can shape their sense of identity, 
belonging, and resilience. In this interactive workshop, participants will explore the 
importance of language when supporting children and youth in sharing their 
personal narratives. Drawing on trauma-informed and developmentally 
appropriate approaches, Karen Moore will guide professionals, caregivers, and 
community members through: 

• Strategies for helping children articulate their experiences in ways that feel 
safe and empowering 

• Age-appropriate tools for different stages of development 

• Ways to choose language that honours truth, protects dignity, and fosters 
connection 

• Practical tips for integrating storytelling into everyday interactions and 
support plans 

Through discussion, examples, and reflection, this session will equip you to help 
the children and youth in your life tell their stories in ways that affirm who they are 
and the community they belong to. 

 

 

Rolodex of Permanency Services 

Navigating the permanency journey can feel overwhelming, but the right resources 
can make all the difference. This November, we’ll share our Rolodex of 
Permanency Services — a growing, accessible list of supports designed to help 
families, youth, and professionals find what they need, when they need it. 

Our rolodex will highlight a wide range of services and supports, including: 

•  Food Services – Food banks, meal programs, and community kitchens 

• Counselling & Mental Health Supports – Private practitioners, community 
agencies, crisis lines, and trauma-informed programs 

•  Community Agencies – Local organizations, cultural groups, youth 
programs, and family support hubs 



• Educational Resources – Tutoring, special education advocacy, and school 
supports 

• Health & Wellness Services – Family doctors, clinics, and specialized health 
supports 

This resource is designed to be a go-to guide for permanency families, connecting 
them to practical help and community-based care across Ontario. 

 

Professional Day: Building Community Through Support for First Families 

Part of Education Month – Week 4: From Systems to Support 

This year’s Professional Day will bring together child welfare workers, mental 
health professionals, educators, and community service providers to explore how 
we can build stronger, more connected communities around first/birth/original 
families. 

Through a mix of Keynote speakers, lived experience storytelling, panel 
discussions, and interactive workshops, participants will: 

• Hear directly from first families about what support means in practice 

• Explore the role of language in building trust and connection 

• Identify ways to bridge gaps between systems and the communities they 
serve 

• Collaborate on practical, action-oriented strategies for creating meaningful 
and lasting change 

This day will feature keynote stories, breakout dialogue circles, and a working 
session where professionals will co-create a vision for community-based 
permanency support 

 

 

 



Education Month Book Club 

Starts Week 1 – Final Discussion: Last Thursday of November 

Join us for our very first Education Month Book Club! We’ll begin reading together 
during the first week of November, and then gather on the last Thursday of the 
month for an engaging conversation, reflections, and shared insights. 

The selected book will be announced in the coming months — so stay tuned and 
be ready to dive in! Our choice will connect to Education Month’s theme of 
Building Community, sparking thoughtful discussion on identity, belonging, and the 
connections that sustain us. 

Whether you read along on your own or with friends, our closing session will be a 
chance to share what resonated, what challenged you, and how the book connects 
to your own experiences and professional practice. 
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